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ones. The failure of the human race to acquire the
habits that an open society demands if it is to function
properly, is leading an increasing number of people to
the conclusion that an open society is impossible, and
that, therefore, the only escape from economic and
spiritual disaster is to return as quickly as possible to a
closed type of society. But social evolution, fortunately
or unfortunately, is irreversible. A mechanized and dif-
ferentiated closed society is a self-contradiction. We
have in fact no choice at all; we have to adapt our-
selves to an open society or perish.

No human community of course has ever been com-
pletely closed, and none probably will ever be com-
pletely open, but from the researches of anthropologists
and historians, we can construct a Platonic idea of both.

Ideally, a closed society is physically segregated,
economically autonomous and without cultural contact
with other communities. Occupationally it is undif-
ferentiated; everyone does the same kind of work, agri-
culture, fishing, hunting, etc.; such differences as exist
are based on biological differences of sex and age. In
the education of the young there is no distinction be-
tween vocational or technical and cultural or moral
training; all activities are governed by tradition; the
right thing to do is inseparable from the right way of
doing it (an identity found today only in compulsion
neurosis). Education ends with puberty; to be mature
means to be socially normal. In contrast to its primitive
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